
 1 

THUNDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES of the Thundridge Parish Council meeting held at 7.30 pm on Thursday, 
10 March 2016, at 7.30 pm in the High Cross Puller Memorial School. 
 
*Cllr S J Bosson    *Cllr B Shearman (Vice Chairman) 
  Cllr C A Brigden    *Cllr Mrs J E Spackman 
*Cllr Ms B M M Hawes   *Cllr M Spackman 
*Cllr R J Parkins (Chairman)   *Cllr B J Taylor 
 
* denotes present.    In attendance: 7 members of the public. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Brigden. 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None. 
 
3. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
None. 
 
4. PRESENTATION – PROPOSAL FOR EXTENSION TO 
 PULLER MEMORIAL SCHOOL 
 
A presentation was given to the Council by the Head of the School and the Chair of 
the Governing Body concerning the future of the Puller Memorial School. 
 
Changes in Government funding arrangements to small schools (ie those under a 100 
pupils) was such that it would mean that such schools would no longer be sustainable 
in the future. 
 
Pupil numbers at the Puller Memorial School had ranged from 36 to 68 and were 
currently 69.  However, even with the potential growth within the parish from current 
and future residential development, it was doubtful that the number of pupils would 
exceed the minimum number required (100) to meet the financial viability criteria.  
The result would be that the school would no longer be sustainable with the prospect 
that it would close within the next five years.  This fact had been recognised by the 
Diocese.  The stark reality was that unless the number of pupils was substantially 
increased, the school would close. 
 
Clearly in order to meet the challenge, the school was looking to improve its facilities 
in order to make it more attractive to potential parents and by doing so secure its long 
term future.  Currently the internal capacity was inadequate and did not meet current 
needs and the hall was unfit for the purpose.  Therefore, it was imperative that to be 
the educational choice for future generations the potential for improving the present 
facilities by expansion was the only way forward. 
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Puller Memorial was not the only small school under threat in the area.  However, it 
was very accessible and had the added advantage of having the potential for future 
expansion on the site. 
 
It was to this end that the school would be engaging the services of an architect with a 
brief to maximise the benefits of resources available and to engage with other 
stakeholders to agree a final proposal which would be the subject of a planning 
application later in the year, which it was hoped the Parish Council would support.  
Estimated costs would be in the region of £1m. 
 
The Chairman stated that it would indeed be good if the facilities were improved and 
he agreed that there was a need to bring the school up to standard.  It was a big 
challenge.  However, the school was too important to the village to close. 
 
In conclusion, the Chairman thanked the Head and the Chair of the Governing Body 
for their presentation and he confirmed that the Parish Council would be fully 
supportive of every effort to help secure the future of the school. 
 
5. PARISHIONERS’ COMMENTS 
 
(i) Canterbury Park 
 
Concerns were expressed regarding a number of issues arising on the site, viz: 
 

• Out of hours working 
• Noise 
• Abusive language 
• Parking 
• General lack of communication and dissemination of information from 

the builders down to the residents.  There was no feedback. 
• There was a general feeling that the current attitude of the builders was 

not conducive with the actions of a “considerate contractor”.  
 
It was felt that such incidents should be drawn to the attention of the District Council 
(Planning Department).                              ACTION: Clerk 
 
It was further reported that the drainage issues had yet to be addressed. 
 
(ii) Sewage Smells 
 
It was reported that the sewage smells were still in evidence.  However, East Herts 
Council’s Environmental Health Officer had now closed his file on the subject.  It was 
further reported that the Pumping Station had been taken over by the Thames Water 
Authority, which could result in a more positive outcome to the problem 
 
(iii) C183 road surface 
 
It was reported that there was a considerable number of potholes in the highway from 
the Sow and Pigs to the southern roundabout beyond Hanbury Manor. 
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The Chairman stated that on a number of occasions when he had reported potholes via 
the fault reporting system he had been surprised at the speed at which a repair had 
been effected.  Therefore, he encouraged parishioners to use the fault reporting system 
in all matters relating to highways repairs work. 
 
(iv) Parking outside the Thundridge Business Park 
 
Concerns were expressed that the situation had not improved and the indiscriminate 
parking was back to normal.  On a number of occasions the previous week, vehicles 
had been parked on the footway effectively reducing the width to a point which totally 
restricted access by pedestrians and mothers with pushchairs. 
 
(v) Planning Application 3/16/0246/FUL 
 
Concerns were raised regarding the increased potential traffic conflict for vehicles 
ingressing and egressing the site in view of the excessive speeds of traffic on this 
stretch of the C183. 
 
(vi) Police Report 
 
The following matters were reported: 
 

• Ticketing of motorists had been undertaken on the C183 near the 
Thundridge Business Park. 

• Operation Stomp was next week being promoted for the villages of 
Thundrdige and High Cross, which was a security operation initiative. 

• Crime statistics: 
1 theft of a motor vehicle. 
1 common assault. 
1 theft of power tools. 
2 cases of possession of cannabis. 
Theft of property from vehicles in Hanbury Manor. 

• Proposal to introduce an ANPR system which was equipment (camera 
monitor) designed to record all vehicle movements whether or not 
there was any traffic irregularity appertaining to the vehicle.  Prior to 
the introduction of the equipment a consultation exercise would be 
required with one of the consultees being a Parish Councillors whose 
support for the scheme was required.  Members agreed to consider the 
matter and to notify the Police in due course.  ACTION: Clerk 

 
6. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 14 JANUARY 2016 
 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held on 14 January 2016 be 
confirmed as a correct records of the proceedings and be signed by the Chairman. 
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7. MATTERS ARISING 
 
(i) Loose manhole cover – C183 
 
In the absence of Cllr Brigden there was no confirmation that the loose manhole south 
of the Thundridge Business Park near the lamp column 534 had been repaired. 

ACTION: Cllr Brigden 
 
(ii) Roundabout C183 – South of Hanbury Manor 
 
It was reported that, whilst repairs to the potholes in the vicinity had been repaired, 
there was still evidence of deterioration in the road surface. 

ACTION: Cllr Brigden 
 
(iii) Conservation Area Assessment 
 
A response had been received from John Bosworth, Conservation Officer, East Herts 
Council, which stated that there was a full programme to complete the existing 
conservation area appraisal.  However, once this had been completed, the District 
Council would be looking at the potential of identifying new conservation areas.  It 
was confirmed that High Cross would be assessed for Conservation Area status in the 
future.  This might or might not result in High Cross being designated a Conservation 
Area. 
 
(iv) Woodlands Road 
 
Members were informed that Cllr Brigden had ascertained the owner of the vehicle 
who had now ceased parking the vehicle on the grass verge fronting the property.  
However, it now transpired that another vehicle was now parking in the vacated 
space.        ACTION: Cllr Brigden 
 
(v) High Cross Village Hall 
 
The Clerk confirmed that both he and the Chairman had signed a letter transferring 
funds from the Parish Council to the account of the Village Hall. 
 
(vi) Land Ownership 
 
An email had been received from the Hon Savile confirming that he was the owner of 
the river bank and that he had requested his son to attend to the matter. 
 
(vii) Dog bins 
 
John O’Connor had responded with the following quotation: 
 
“To empty 10 bins weekly would amount to £84 per week plus VAT, each additional 
bin would cost £8.00 per week plus VAT.” 
 
A response was awaited from East Herts Council as to the cost of providing 10 bins 
(litter/dog) and the fee for emptying. 
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The present contractor had indicated that he would not be prepared to continue his 
services if the present arrangements were to change.                ACTION: Clerk 
 
(viii) Parish Plan – Clearance of River Bank 
 
An approach had been made to Glaxo who had written to state that the work involved 
was too small to justify the deployment of 20 people for a day.  It was reported that 
Cllr Brigden was dealing with this matter.     ACTION: Cllr Brigden 
 
(ix) The Pit 
 
Members were informed that John O’Connor had carried out the initial clearance 
work of the Pit and had advised that regular monthly maintenance of the area could be 
undertaken at a cost of £78.75 plus VAT. 
 
Members agreed that monthly visits were not required and they agreed that visits be 
carried out in August and October of this year and that further visits be reviewed early 
in the New Year.       ACTION: Clerk? 
 
(x) Notice Boards 
 
Members were informed that an order had been placed with Greenbarnes Ltd to 
supply one notice board at a cost of £1,144.26 excluding VAT and they confirmed 
that the notice board was to be erected in Wadesmill at a position adjacent to the new 
bus shelter (when erected).  In order to ascertain the precise position of the notice 
board, it was agreed to discuss the siting of the bus shelter and notice board with the 
County Council. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 

8. PLANNING 
 
RESOLVED that the contents of the attached (see Appendix A) be received and the 
actions taken be ratified. 
 
Members were informed that once the website went live, the public would be able to 
access planning applications via a link to the East Herts Council’s portal. 
 
Cllr Taylor requested that future agendas reflect the fact that current planning 
applications could be viewed on-line via the Parish Council’s website. 
 
9. PARISH PLAN UPDATE 
 
Cllr Ms Hawes gave the following update on the actionable items contained within 
the Parish Plan, viz: 
 
(i) Pykle  
 
Steps to be painted in the Spring. 
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(ii) River bank  
 
Ownership established and maintenance would be undertaken. 
 
(iii) The Pit  

 
Initial clearance had taken place.  Additional maintenance would be carried out in 
August/October. 
 
(iv) The Website  
 
Now operational and would go live within the next few days. 
 
(v) Section 106 money 
 
Members needed to be considering how the receipt of money could be utilised for the 
benefit of the parish. 

 
(vi) Wifi for High Cross Village Hall 
 
Cllr Bosson stated that the Village Hall Managers were looking to install wifi 
equipment into the hall at a 3-year inclusive cost of £1,781.  With the facility 
installed, the Parish Council would be able to hire the venue for all its future 
meetings. 
 
Cllr Bosson agreed to email all members with details of the costings and the practical 
benefits.             ACTION: Cllr Bosson 
 
It was agreed that this matter be referred to the next meeting for further discussion. 

       Next Agenda 
 
(vii) Hearing Loop- Thundridge Village Hall 
 
Cllr Bosson informed members that the Village Hall Managers were looking to 
installing a hearing loop system for the hall.  He agreed to investigate further. 

ACTION: Cllr Bosson 
 
10. STRATEGIC LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT (SLAA) 
 
Members had been circulated with a copy of the Parish Council’s submission to East 
Herts Council on the SLAA consultation.  One of the comments which had been 
received was a reference to the fact that the Parish Council had taken no steps to 
produce a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Of other significance was the proposals being considered by East Herts to downgrade 
Thundridge from a Category I village to a Category II village. 
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11. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
Cllr Bosson and Cllr Ms Hawes had undertaken some research into the work that 
would be required in producing a Neighbourhood Plan, which Cllr Ms Hawes stated 
would be very intensive and would require a great deal of public participation.  
However, serious consideration should now be given to producing such a Plan and 
time was of the essence. 
 
The general consensus of opinion was that the Parish Council should take steps to 
initiate the production of a Plan and to this end make people aware of the Council’s 
proposed intention and to seek public support.  It was agreed that a leaflet drop be 
carried out to all households and organisations in the Parish.  The information being 
sought would be to seek and secure a nucleus of people who would be prepared to 
give their time and commitment to producing a Neighbourhood Plan.  An indication 
would need to be given by parishioners to show whether they had an interest or 
expertise relating to the various elements to be contained within the Plan, ie 
education, transport, development, leisure, environment, etc. 
 
The Parish Council would be involved in the initial stages, but would not take the 
lead, this must come from the general public.  The Clerk confirmed that both Much 
Hadham Parish Council and Brickendon Liberty Parish Council were actively 
involved in producing Neighbourhood Plans with Steering Committees having been 
formed from residents of the parish.  The Clerk further stated that adoption of a 
Neighbourhood Plan by the District Council would put in place a legal document, 
which would sit alongside the District Plan and would be an essential tool in 
determining the planning and environmental issues for the future of the parish. 
 
It was agreed that the website could play a useful part in supporting the production of 
the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
The Chairman requested Cllr Ms Hawes to produce a draft of a leaflet.  

ACTION: Cllr Ms Hawes 
 

12. CANTERBURY PARK UPDATE 
 
Cllr Bosson reported on the following matters: 
 
(i) North Drive drainage 
 
The North Drive drainage connection was expected by the end of September 2015.  It 
had been redesigned due to clashes with other services (no survey had been done in 
advance).  The latest news had been that the first half (to be installed with water 
diversion) had been described as ‘imminent’ at 8 February 2016.  However, no 
progress had been made at all to date.  There was no news on the second half (gas 
pipe diversion). 
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(ii) Potholes caused by trench across North Drive 
 
Responses to regular reminders had been received on 8 February and again on 29 
February stating that work would be done without delay.  This action had never 
completed by DW Homes, but repaired had been carried out by the Council instead. 
 
(iii) Out of hours complaints 
 
Complaints regarding out of hours activities had been made on 4 October, 14 October, 
13 November, 14 December and 29 February.  Permitted hours were 07.30-18.30 and 
07.30-13.00.  Blatant disregarding had been especially evident in February (18.00 on 
Saturday plus from 07.30 on Sunday all day).  Work again too place the following 
weekend (both days) apparently without permission from East Herts Council. 
 
(iv) Rats - problem 
 
The problem of rats had been reported in November.  Action had been promised by 
DW Homes in November and again in January.  In February Rentokil had been 
engaged to give a quotation, which was still awaited. 
 
(v) Regular newsletter 
 
Regular newsletters had been promised in September.  One had been delivered in 
October and an invitation had been issued to visit show homes when they were ready.  
Nothing further. 
 
(vi) On-site visit 
 
On-site visits for impacted residents had been promised for virtually every month 
from October through to February, but none had taken place and now many of the 
fences were already in place so could no longer be influenced. 
 
(vii) Current status on all of the above 
 
Current status on all of the above matters was not available.  Regular meetings had 
stopped.  No replies had been received to email and text communications (despite 
escalation). 
 
(viii) Other issues to be discussed if meetings were to resume 
 

• Boundary treatments for areas of high overlook and along North Drive. 
• Tree pruning issues. 
• Overhanging scaffolding. 
• Building materials in peoples’ gardens. 
• Plastic wrapping adorning trees around High Cross. 
• On-going parking problems in the High Road. 
• Large lorries using Lime Cottages’ right of way. 
• Driving over domestic brick driveway of Magnolia Cottage.  This had 

been reported to Malcolm Nichols by voicemail.  Message could not be 
left for Steve Osborn as the mailbox had been full. 
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13. ALLOTMENT MATTERS 
 
Cllr Spackman reported as follows: 
 

• Eviction notices had been served on one plot holder, who had 
subsequently agreed to vacate.  This freed up two 10-rod plots which 
would now be divided into four 5-rod plots, thus reducing the waiting 
list considerably. 

• One plot holder had given notice that she intended to vacate her 5-rod 
plot. 

• Agreement that the incoming tenants would be responsible for rubbish 
clearance on the site. 

 
14. PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 
(i) Payment of Accounts 
 
RESOLVED that the accounts as set out on the attached schedule (see Appendix B) 
be duly authorised for payment.       ACTION: Clerk 
 
(ii) Financial Statement 
 
RESOLVED that the contents of the attached statement (see Appendix C) be 
received. 
 
The Clerk was requested to include a record of the New Homes Bonus received to 
date, together with the committed expenditure to be set aside again such sums. 

ACTION: Clerk 
 

15. ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDA 
 

• Defibrillator (review June 2016). 
• High Cross Village Hall – Wifi. 

 
Cllr Shearman expressed his concern regarding the decision to delete a number of 
items from the agenda, namely: Highways, Parish Paths Partnership (see Appendix D) 
and Westmill Liaison (see Appendix E).  He stated that this was a decision which had 
never been formally approved by the Parish Council.  Cllr Shearman felt strongly that 
the decision to remove these items was a retrograde step as the overall time spent on 
them was minimal in relation to the overall length of the meetings. 
 
16. CONFIRMATION OF DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was confirmed that the next meetings, which would be the Annual Parish meeting 
and the Annual Parish Council meeting, would take place on Thursday, 12 May 2016, 
in the Wodson Pavilion.  

___________________________________ 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.50 pm. 














