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THUNDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

 MINUTES of the THUNDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
held on TUESDAY, 21st JANUARY 2020 at 7.30pm 

in the NORMAN WODSON PAVILION, THUNDRIDGE 
 

PRESENT:  Cllr Deryck Dipper, Cllr Brita-May Hawes, Cllr Natasha Smyth 
(arrived at 7.43pm), Cllr Joyce Spackman, Cllr Martin Spackman, Cllr Brian 
Taylor 

PC Mark Jenkins, Cllr David Andrews and seven members of the public 

Clerk: Colin Marks, Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

 In the absence of Chairman Steve Bosson, Vice-Chair Cllr Martin Spackman 
presided. He welcomed everyone and opened the meeting at 7.35pm 

The Chair noted that, sadly, John Lee had died.  His funeral had been held the 
previous day and he will greatly missed.  It was suggested that a note be printed in 
the parish magazine. 

ACTION 

 
 

MS 

20.001 Apologies for absence.  The following councillor apologies were received and 
accepted: 

 

 1. Councillors: Cllr Steve Bosson (away), Cllr Kim Saban (unwell) 
2. Others: None 

 

20.002 Declarations of Interest and requests for dispensations  
 1. Interests: 

Cllr Hawes re North Drive matters as noted on the agenda. 

2. Dispensation requests:  One received from Cllr Deryck Dipper. 

3. Consideration of dispensation requests: The Council considered Cllr Dipper’s 
application and it was unanimously RESOLVED to grant the dispensation until 
the next election as requested. 

 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

20.003 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd December 2019     
 It was proposed, seconded and unanimously RESOLVED that the Minutes for 2nd 

December be approved as drafted. 
The Chairman signed the Minutes.  

 
Clerk 

 
At 7.42pm it was RESOLVED to suspend the meeting for public comments 

 

 
Cllr Natasha Smyth arrived at 7.43pm and Cllr David Andrews arrived at 7.44pm 

 

 Members of the public present expressed deep concern about the size and number 
of sugar beet lorries using Cold Christmas Lane.  The volume of HGVs coming in 
both directions is very intimidating and dangerous for car drivers who live along the 
Lane.  It was said that the numbers far exceed the limits set and there have been as 
many as eight queueing on the A10 bridge and which have gone through as many as 
four at a time.  The road condition is already very poor and is being wrecked further.  
It was asked whether existing passing places could be properly reinstated and 
verges modified to create better passing places.  At present the verges and banks 
are simply being destroyed by HGV use.  It was said that the road should be properly 
maintained by cleaning off of the mud that is being deposited.  It was suggested that 
the Chaldean estate store its beet crop on the grain store hard-standing that would 
enable it to be loaded off-road, and that the estate engage to consider escorting 
HGVs along the Lane. 

County Cllr David Andrews said that he is acutely aware of CCL problems and that it 
is monitored daily by himself and it is on the HCC radar.  It was agreed that, if sugar 
beet is going to be an annual feature, the best option would be for the enforcing of 
the single direction scheme of HGV entry to CCL from Thundridge, loading taking 
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place off-road at the grain store, and HGVs exiting via Gore Lane. 

Cllr Andrews further said that verges are not owned by HCC and County cannot 
sequestrate land for use as part of the highway.  Destroyed verges are not likely to 
be reinstated as part of Herts Highways responsibility.  

A parishioner said that residents in Cold Christmas are isolated by being unable to 
travel safely along CCL and it is affecting their ability to get children to school.  They 
feel locked-in and it is made worse by poor or non-existent mobile and internet 
reception.  

PC Mark Jenkins said that the police can only enforce existing laws and that it is for 
HCC to set speed limits and weight restrictions etc that could then be enforceable. 

On a different matter, it was said that there are not enough dog poo bins in the parish 
and that dog poo is being left on the roadside.  Also, that bins are not being emptied 
regularly and are often overflowing.  The Clerk said that the Parish Council had 
entered into a new contract with District but there have been widespread concerns 
about issues with the District’s contactors not emptying bins.  Dog waste bins should 
be emptied 65 times a year, ie once a week throughout the year and twice a week 
during the 13 weeks of summer.  Cllr David Andrews suggested that each bin be 
given an inventory number that is shared with District so that problem locations can 
be easily identified and reported.  

A parishioner raised concerns about planning reconsultation 3/19/2213/HH for 5 
Ermine Street.  It was contested that the revised proposals are nominal and do not 
really address the original concerns which are still an issue. It was calculated that 
over 40% of the existing building is affected by the plans.  The parishioner asked the 
Parish Council to support an objection for the same reasons set out against the first 
application.  The Parish Council agreed to consider these concerns when submitting 
its consultee comments (20.006.1 below). 

Cllr David Andrews left the meeting at 8pm 

There being no further questions, the meeting was called to order at 8pm 

20.004 Police Report  
 PC Mark Jenkins formally introduced himself as the new Safe Neighbourhood Team 

Officer for the Parish.  He is new to the role of neighbourhood policing and is on a 
learning curve.  He confirmed that the record shows no reported crime in the parish 
in the last month, but emphasised that it is important for reports to be made via the 
101 system for non-emergency matters (or 999 for emergencies!)  Reports made 
outside the 101 system will not be recorded.  PC Jenkins said that following the 
retirement of Sgt Duncan Wallace at the end of December, the SN Team is being 
completely reorganised.  PC Nicola Hunt has taken over from Duncan. The new 
Team will be fully in place by Easter.  PC Jenkins intends to maintain a police 
presence and urged parishioners to contact him if there are any policing concerns.  
Regarding the earlier discussion on the Cold Christmas Lane HGV problems, he 
promised to drop by to see for himself when next on duty at the end of the week. 

 

20.005 Thundridge Neighbourhood Plan: update  
 1. The Parish Council is awaiting confirmation of the appointment of the 

examiner – the PC has expressed a preference for Anne Skippers. 
2. Feedback from the Regulation 16 Consultation is also awaited. 

 

20.006 Planning  
 1. New Applications                 
 3/19/2213/HH  5 Ermine Street, RECONSULTATION: Demolish garage and 

conservatory; build side and rear extensions.             
The Parish Council took account of comments made earlier in the meeting by 
members of the public and it was unanimously RESOLVED to object on the 
same basis as before:  
1. The specification changes do not significantly address the original 

objections, those being: 
2. The proposed extension will result in the loss of a garage parking.  Ermine 

Street is already choked by on-street parking.  The District Plan Vehicle 
Parking Standard Appendix, Para 5, requires that applications for extensions 

 
 
 
Clerk 
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ensure that a suitable level of parking provision is made, particularly with 
regard to the impact upon highway safety and the level of provision that 
already exists on site.  The application clearly does not meet that standard. 

3. The size and height of the proposed extension, being up to the boundary of 
the neighbouring property, will still be overbearing in all respects.  This 
should be observed from on-site in order to appreciate the affect it will have 
and is in breach of Policy VILL2 V(g) which states that development should 
not be significantly detrimental to the amenity of neighbouring occupiers. 

4. It is out of keeping with the street scene.  Policy VILL2 V (c) and (d) 
5. It is in a Conservation Area.  Policy HA4 (c) and (d) 

 3/20/0014/HH & 0015/LBC  43 High Road, High Cross: Demolish single storey 
extension. Erect two storey side extension. 
It was RESOLVED to object on the following grounds: 
3/20/0014/HH.  Whilst the proposed new extension is a great improvement on the 
existing one which is to be demolished, the materials specified are not 
complimentary to the existing building or street scene and therefore do not 
conform to the requirements of policies adopted in the 2018 District Plan, namely: 
Policy HOU11(a):  Extensions materials of construction should appropriate to the 
character, appearance and setting of the existing dwelling. 
Policy VILL2 V(c):  All development should be well designed and in keeping with 
the character of the village.  
3/20/0015/LBC. The proposed materials do not meet the criteria established in 
the 2018 District Plan Policy HA7 for Listed Buildings.   
The Policy states that proposals involving the alteration or extension of a Listed 
Building will only be permitted where:  
II (a) The proposal would not have any adverse effect on the architectural and 
historic character or appearance of the interior or exterior of the building or its 
setting; and 
II (b) The proposal respects the materials and finishes of the existing building. 

 
 
Clerk 

 3/20/0031/HH  8 Windmill Cottages: Single storey front extension and detached 
garage to rear. 
It was RESOLVED to object on the following grounds: 
It is out of keeping with the existing street scene.  2018 District Plan Policies 
VILL2 V(c) and HOU11(a). 

 
 
Clerk 

 2. Notices of decisions: Noted as agenda and Appendix A below   
   
 3. Late applications and other planning matters  
 3.1 Late applications: None  

 3.2 Ware North Development 
1) Section 106: No update 
2) Parish public meeting re land at NE Ware:  Arrangements pending for a 

meeting in April in High Cross VH. 

 
 
Clerk 

20.007 Finance  
 1. Accounts  
 The Clerk presented a detailed accounts statement to 31st December, which was 

received and accepted. 
 

 Finance Summary from 3rd December meeting                                              £ 
B/fwd bank balance: NatWest #1 59,341.78 
B/fwd bank balance: NatWest #2 15,830.26 
B/fwd: NatWest Reserve A/C 433.80 
B/fwd bank balance: Unity Bank 34,599.24 
B/fwd balance: Saffron B/Soc   60,107.53 
Total B/fwd bank balances 170,312.61 
Plus: Total income to 31 December   1,093.36 
Minus: Total expenditure to 31 December        3,861.49 
 167,544.48 
Uncleared expenditure        780.00            
Reconciled total Bank & B/Soc balances            168,324.48 
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Reconciliation of the Accounts to the bank statements was noted and it was 

RESOLVED that the Accounts Statement be accepted. 

 2.  Payments for approval  Gross VAT incl 

NatWest #1:    

E.ON (D/Debit) Electricity December 276.79 46.13 

E.ON (D/Debit) Electricity January 262.92 43.82 

Unity Bank    

Virtual Business (Payplus)  Payroll Nov  8 of 12 31.27 5.21 

Gov Resources 
Glebe Field 
Statement Nov 2017 780.00 

 
130.00 

JK Caulfield Litter bin disposal 650.00 108.33 

Clerk Salary December 1,087.89 0 

HMRC PAYE December 344.03 0 

S Bullard Leaf clearance  300.00 50.00 

HAPTC New Cllr books 8.00 0 

Broadmead Leisure Inspection December 60.00 10.00 

S Macdonald Pavilion WC mend 84.00 0 

Unity Bank Quarterly service chg 18.00 0 

Virtual Business (Payplus)  Payroll Dec  9 of 12 30.00 5.00 

Broadmead Leisure Inspection January 60.00 10.00 

HAPTC Delegate fees x 2 80.00 0 

Castle Water (for Wodson Pavilion) Waste Nov-Mar 68.64 0 

CPRE Membership 2020 36.00 0 

Clerk Expenses to 21 Jan 10.35 0 

Broadmead Leisure Install new swings 3,750.00 625.00 

Clerk Salary January 572.89 0 

HMRC PAYE January ____34.60   _____0 

  8,545.38 1,033.49 

It was RESOLVED to approve the payments as listed, subject to: the 
Broadmead Leisure swings invoice subject to satisfactory completion of 
installation; the Castle Water invoice subject to a satisfactory answer as to 
what service is provided and an assurance it does not double-up on Affinity 
Water billing; the Gov Resources invoice subject to it being checked by the 
Clerk. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 
 
 
 

Clerk 

 3.   2019/20 Budget vs performance and forecast  
 The Clerk presented the performance vs budget to 31st December and a forecast to 

year-end, 31st March 2020 which was discussed and agreed.  It was agreed that the 
NHB should be separated out in the reserves.  The Clerk and Cllr Deryck Dipper also 
reported that they are looking at an alternative presentation that will be more helpful 
to the Council in showing the statement of balances, cash, ringfenced reserves and 
general reserves. 

 
 

Clerk 
Clerk/DD 

 4. Business Plan: proposals update  
 Cllr Deryck Dipper reported that he is looking at the cost of replacing the pavilion, the 

costs involved and how that might be financed.  It would be a long-term commitment 
and there is a lot to consider, not least of all the matter of securing long term 
guaranteed income.  The cost of servicing a PWLB loan for a new build could be 
prohibitive.  The Clerk noted that PWLB loan rates are set to significantly increase 
this year, which has already led to reports of some councils being put in a difficult 
financial position. 

 
 
 
 
 

DD/Clerk 
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 5. Banks and Building Society: mandate changes  
 The Clerk reported these are ongoing but not yet successfully completed. Clerk 

 6. Ware Lions: renewal of 5-year lease  
 Cllr Deryck Dipper reported that he is attempting to liaise with the Club but has 

not been able to make contact recently by phone or email.  He will go along 
Saturday morning if he has no success before then. 

 
DD 

20.008 Allotments  
 1. Fencing quotes for replacement:  No progress. 

2. Hedge cutting update: Cllr Martin Spackman reported this would be done in 
the coming week.  

3. Tenancy renewals report:  The Clerk reported that the preparation of invoices 
is in hand and they will be sent out in the next week or so. 

MS 
 

MS 
 

Clerk 

20.009 Norman Wodson Pavilion and Field  
 1. Busy Lizzie Nursery: Invoice for excess electricity usage.  The Clerk 

reported that when recovered VAT was taken into account, the electricity 
excess charge threshold had not been reached and therefore no invoice was 
due. 

 
 

Clerk 

 2. Plumbing update on water leaks: The Clerk report that these have all be 
dealt with. 

 

 3. Highfield Nursery debt recovery update: The Clerk reported that 
repayments to date continue to be made in accordance with the agreement. 

Clerk 

20.010 Recreation areas  
 1. Play Area 

   (i) Broadmead Leisure January report: It was noted that the report  
identified potential risks associated with the deterioration of the tyre 
swings.  The Clerk was asked to get quotes from Broadmead for 
appropriate action. 

                (ii) Swings replacement update: The Clerk reported that the preparatory  
work had been completed and the posts set.  The remainder of the frame 
was being built on Thursday with the chains and seats being installed next 
week once the concrete had completely set.  Paul Tucker requested that 
the gate be opened at 8am on Thursday to enable the materials to be 
unloaded on site.  Cllr Martin Spackman agreed to arrange opening up.  

 
 
 

Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MS 

20.011 Highways, Footways and Public Rights of Way  
 1. Speed monitoring and speed reduction schemes: No new information or report 

received since the December Parish Council Meeting. 

2. 30mph speed restriction for Cold Christmas Lane and High Road, High Cross: 
S&V study.  No report received; Cllr David Andrews to be asked to keep pushing 
for action to be taken. 

3. Sugar beet lorries on Cold Christmas Lane update: Dealt with earlier during the 
public session. 

Other:  

• Cllr Martin Spackman said that the Pykle appears on a list of forthcoming 
footpath repairs and will therefore be closed for a time in the near future. 

• Cllr Brian Taylor said the state of Church Lane in High Cross is appalling 
and asked if the Parish Council could arrange for the pot holes to be filled.  
The ownership of the road is unknown and has been the subject of debate 
for many years.  The Clerk advised that if the PC did not own the road it 
should not undertake repairs that might render it liable should an incident 
subsequently occur.  It was agreed to ask Cllr David Andrews if he could 
take this forward.  He could contact Cllr Brian Taylor for more information if 
necessary. 

 
MS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

20.012 Other Parish Matters  
 1. Litter and dog bins: Issues were dealt with during the public session earlier.  
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 2. Tree surveys (insurance risk assessment): No update. 

 3. Thundridge Old Church: Cllr Deryck Dipper said he has been in discussion with 
the Thundridge Old Church Action Group (TOCAG) who want to produce a 
feasibility study on how to take the Group’s plans forward.  

 4. Canterbury Park ransom strip: The Clerk provided quotes from three arborists for 
cutting back the trees within the strip and creating a hedge.  The best price is 
£1,600 against an offer of £1,000 from DW Homes (BDW Trading) towards the 
cost. The Clerk said that, negotiating through Tees’ solicitor, BDW had agreed to 
increase their offer to £1,600.  The bird nesting season requires the work to be 
done before the end of February and the time frame for booking the tree surgeon is 
rapidly closing.  Until a few days ago it was thought the transfer could be 
completed by the time of this PC meeting.  However, a late hitch has been thrown 
up by BDW’s solicitor that requires both EHDC and the Diocese to be signatories to 
the ransom strip conveyance and it is thought this cannot be completed in time to 
get the tree work done within the pre-nesting season window.  The Parish Council 
has been told that if it wants to get the work done now and pay for it itself, BDW is 
prepared to enter into a written agreement to guarantee the £1,600 once the 
transfer is complete.  The Parish Council considered this offer but declined to take 
it up, believing it is best and safest not to get involved in any tree work until it is in 
full possession of the land, even if this means a delay until the tree cutting window 
opens later in the year.  

 5. Bircherley Green bus depot re-development update:  Cllr Brian Taylor said the 
situation remains unchanged with no progress being made to resolve the problem. 

 6. Concerns about theft of farm diesel and tools:  Cllr Martin Spackman explained 
the concerns of a local farmer has about the potential theft of tools and diesel from 
agricultural vehicles parked on his land and where they might be safely parked.  He 
would need planning permission to install a large storage container. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

20.013 County and District Councillor report  
 No report received other than that provided by Cllr David Andrews during the open 

public session earlier.  
 

20.014 Ware Charities  
 It was noted that Mr Bruce Shearman had agreed to be the Parish Council’s 

nominated representative trustee.  The Clerk was asked to confirm the acceptance of 
his appointment. 

 
Clerk 

20.015 VE Day 75th Anniversary 8 May 2020  
 Cllr Deryck Dipper reported that The Feathers is keen to host the event and that 

there is a meeting there at 7pm on Monday 27th January to progress arrangements.  
Councillors Smyth and Hawes said they would attend with Cllr Dipper.  It was agreed 
to contact the parish churches in High Cross and Thundridge to see if they wanted to 
be involved – Cllr Smyth agreed to contact the vicar.  It may be necessary to borrow 
chairs for the event from the Village Hall.  High Cross School to be contacted to see 
whether the children can get involved.  Cllr Brian Taylor said that remembering VE 
Day happening, he registered his disagreement with the Parish Council celebrating 
the event. 

DD 
 
 
 

NS 
DD 

20.016 Urgent matters not included on the agenda  
 The hedge along the footpath beside the school has not yet been trimmed and is still 

overgrown.  To be reported again. 

 

 
Clerk 

20.017 Matters for future agendas  
 • Speed restriction on Wadesmill Hill: Review upon expiration of 6-month rule 

(February 2020) 

• Review of Standing Orders 

• Review of other Governance documents as per 3rd June Council Meeting 

• Environment Working Group Action Plan (Spring 2020) 

• Westmill Liaison Group 

• Additional AED, High Cross: update 
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• Other matters raised: none 

 Correspondence received: for information only 
Tee Solicitors: re ransom strip (20.011.4) 
Ex parishioner re a History Society 
Parishioner re Millfield application (20.006.2) 
Parishioner: re theft of farm diesel and tools and other concerns (20.011.6) 
Parishioner: re allotment waiting list (20.008.3) 
 

 

20.018 Date of next Council meeting  
 Tuesday 25th February at 7.30pm in the Norman Wodson Pavilion  Clerk 
   
 The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 10.16pm 

 

Signed………………………………………..……….Dated…………………………….. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 1:  PLANNING DECISIONS AND AWAITED NOTICES 
For information only 

3/19/1918/HH 8 Westmill Cottages: single storey front extension and 
convert front porch to WC 

GRANTED 

3/19/2231/HH 35 Cambridge Road, Wadesmill: Remove wicker garden 
fence and replace with brick wall and gate. 

GRANTED 

3/19/2115/HH Sprangewell Cottage, Poles Lane: 3-bay car port and log 
store 

REFUSED 

3/19/2074/HH 4 Woodlands Road:  Demolish garage & conservatory, 
build extensions 

REFUSED 

3/19/2327/HH 19 Millfield, Wadesmill: Demolish conservatory, convert 
garage, build rear, front and side extensions 

GRANTED 

3/19/2320/HH 1 Hazeldown Villas, High Cross: Build side and rear 
extensions 

GRANTED 

E/19/0448/ENF Land adj to The Bungalow, High Cross: Enforcement 
investigation 

Ongoing 

 

 

 


