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THUNDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

 

 MINUTES of the THUNDRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
held via Zoom on TUESDAY 20th OCTOBER 2020 at 7.30pm 

PRESENT:  Cllr Steve Bosson, Cllr Deryck Dipper, Cllr Brita-May Hawes,       
Cllr Kim Saban,   Cllr Natasha Smyth,   Cllr Joyce Spackman,                          
Cllr Martin Spackman 

No members of the public attended 

Clerk: Colin Marks, Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

  ACTION 

20.128     Apologies for absence. Parish Councillors: None 
Others: District/County Cllr David Andrews 

 

20.129 Declarations of Interest and dispensations  
1. Noted: that Cllr Steve Bosson, being a trustee, has a non-pecuniary interest in High Cross 

Village Hall, and a dispensation for all planning matters relating to North Drive and The 
Glebe Field;  that Cllr Brita-May Hawes and Cllr Kim Saban (as of 3rd Dec PC Meeting)  
have dispensations for all planning matters relating to North Drive and The Glebe Field; 
that Cllr Deryck Dipper has a dispensation for all planning matters related to Thundridge 
Hill, including Ware North development. 

2. Written requests for dispensations for declarable pecuniary interests: None received  
3. Consideration of requests for dispensations: None. 

 

20.130      1. Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held via Zoom on 27th July 2020 
                  RESOLVED: that the 27th July Extraordinary Parish Council Minutes be approved as drafted. 
                  Minutes to be signed asap or at the next public Parish Council meeting 

2. Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held via Zoom on 15th September 2020 
RESOLVED: that the 15th September Ordinary Parish Council Minutes be approved as 
drafted. 

                  Minutes to be signed asap or at the next public Parish Council meeting 

 

Clerk 
 

 
Clerk 

 No members of the public were present and therefore the meeting was not suspended for 
comments 

 

20.131 Police report:  None received.  

20.132 Planning  

 1. New Planning Applications received:  

 3/20/0652/FUL  Barwick Lodge: Change of use: Appealed to Secretary of State 
                                                                                                  Noted with no further comments 

 

 3/20/1919/FUL  Wellcroft, Camb Rd, Wadesmill: Change of use - single dwelling to 
single dwelling and two self-contained flats.                                RESOLVED: No comments 

 

 3/20/1913/HH  Sprangewell, Poles Drive: Erect summerhouse, woodstore and patio 
                                                                                                               RESOLVED: No comments 

 

 3/20/1910/FUL  Land North of North Drive: Build nine dwellings and associated works 

The Parish Council, with its Working Group, objectively considered all aspects of the 
application.  It was acknowledged that the developer’s latest application was a 
considerable improvement on the previous one that had been refused.  The Council had 
conducted its own extensive surveys of all High Cross residents and, together with 
written responses received and comments made at the open Extraordinary Parish 
Council Planning Meeting on 27th July, the Council determined its response to reflect its 
constituents’ comments and concerns.  Of those parishioners that submitted comments 
a large majority (77%) were opposed to the application.   

It was noted that it is the Diocese that is selling the land for development, a decision 
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over which the Parish Council has no input or control.  It was noted that the developer 
says it has received positive feedback (85%) to offering the green space as a public 
village green.  It is also offering £30k to cover associated maintenance costs for a 
number of years.  However, it was contested that the green space would not actually be 
a village green and that the size portrayed on the plans and video were exaggerated and 
were not an accurate representation.  The maintenance and other duties of land 
ownership were also considered; the £30k did not seem adequate in the long term, nor 
was there a compelling benefit, on balance, to the village community.  Concerns were 
also raised about the upkeep of the drainage pond and the difficulties the Parish Council 
might have in enforcing any restrictions or abuses of the use of the green space (“the 
green”). Flooding mitigation is also an important matter consideration.  It is accepted 
that if the development were to go ahead, it will not attract a Section 106 planning 
obligation, but a case should be made for planning conditions to be imposed that would 
cover the negative aspects of the development. 

RESOLVED: To object on the basis of the majority of public comments the Parish 
Council has received, detailing reasons as discussed and broadly following those 
submitted for the previous application.  However, if development permission is 
granted, then the PC to request that the developer’s attendant inducements be 
included as planning conditions to mitigate the negative impact of the development.  
The Parish Council to turn down the offer of taking ownership of the land as a village 
green. The Clerk to write the objection and circulate to members before submitting to 
East Herts Planning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

 2. Other planning matters and late applications  

 1. Glebe Field Working Group report 
Discussed under 3/20/1910/FUL above 

 

 2. Late planning applications and other planning matters  

 3/20/1904/FUL  Hanbury Manor: Earth movement works (retrospective) 
                                                                                                       RESOLVED: No comments 

 
Clerk 

 3/20/1966/HH 7 Eleanors Close:  Insert bi-fold doors to replace existing window 
and door; remove wall. Erect wooden gazebo in garden and summerhouse. 
RESOLVED: No objections, but request that, should permission be granted, the 
following concern be taken into consideration: The pod is proposed to be situated 
in a prominent high position that will catch the sun. The concern is that due to its 
shape and design, sunlight will be widely reflected across the village and that 
could be a safety issue for drivers on Cambridge Road at almost any time of the 
day.          

 
 

Clerk 

 3. Canterbury Park ransom strip update:Tees Solicitors has deposited the DW Homes 
£1,600 grant into the bank for the height reduction of the trees and planting new 
hedge.  The tree work is scheduled for 3rd November. 

 

 4. Ware North development update, including S106:No further update, although it 
was noted that initial digs have been started - probably archaeological searches.  

 

 3. Decision Notices: See Planning Appendix 
Regarding The White Horse appeal (3/11/1149 &1149), it was hoped to be able to get 
agreement for the Parish Council to make further representations at the Planning 
Inspectorate hearing on 3rd November. 

 
 

Clerk 

20.133 Finance  

 1. Cashbook Accounts and Reserves to 30 September 2020.   
RESOLVED: to accept the 30 September Accounts as submitted to the Council. 

 

 2. Bank Reconciliation to 30 September 2020.  RESOLVED: to accept the 30 
September Bank reconciliation as submitted to the Council. 

 

 3. Bank statements to 13th October:  Noted as presented.  

 4. 2019/20 Performance against budget as at 13th September: Noted as presented.  
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 5. Autumn Financial Review: 
Cllr Deryck Dipper, in consultation with the Clerk, submitted a mid-year review, a 
forecast outturn, and a proposed revised budget.  The main points were: 

The report summarised the mid-year budget position and highlighted decisions 
required of the Council. The review was undertaken in accordance with the Parish 
Council Financial Regulations, in particular clauses 4.2 and 4.9. 

The key driver currently was to create a budget for Play Equipment so that any 
expenditure does not exceed the budget and similarly for Covid-19.  Forecasts of 
income and expenditure were made and where surplus funds exist the budget can 
be transferred to create these budgets.  Whilst doing this, a few other changes 
were recommended, mainly to cover Council decisions this year.  Also, the position 
on certain reserves was clarified. 
The Council was requested to consider four proposals.  These were agreed as 
follows: 

1) RESOLVED: To agree revised budgets as outlined in the Financial Review 
sections (A) and (B). 

2) RESOLVED: Covid-19 budget – noted that balance of £6,427 is held for use 
as considered appropriate by the Council. 

3) RESOLVED: The AED reserve of £1,008 to be ringfenced 
4) RESOLVED: To note deposit money of £1,750 is held for the Day Nursery 

and revisions to their income budget. 

It was also noted that the opening VAT Debtor evaluation of £8,656 was inaccurate 
and the total reclaim anticipated is actually £7,682, covering three financial years.  
£3,615 for 2019/20 has been approved by HMRC.  However, they cannot find the 
claims for 2017/18 and 2018/19, totalling a further £4,067.  These claims have been 
resubmitted.  The VAT Debtor amount will be adjusted once the reclaim is 
approved by HMRC. 

 

 6. Payments for approval 
RESOLVED: to approve payments as per the updated list presented. 

 

 7. Remembrance Day poppy wreaths:  
Two wreaths bought from Royal British Legion for each of the schools.  No service 
will be held on the day; wreaths to be left at the schools.  Remembrance Day Covid-
19 guidance has been provided by HCC. 

 

20.134 Norman Wodson Pavilion  

 1. Building Replacement Evaluation Working Group (NWBREWG) report: The RABI 
agent is discussing the PC’s request with his client, but as yet there has been no 
decision.  It was noted that there has not been an outright refusal. 

2. Fire Risk Assessment Report: Cllr Steve Bosson reported that he has had a brief 
phone discussion about the report’s findings with the Nursery.  This will now be 
followed up with a more detailed discussion and a report back to Council 

3. Noted: the Highfield Nursery debt repayment programme remains back on track. 

4. Busy Lizzies Nursery 
1.  Annual rent increase: It was noted that the increased payment will be due from 
1st December against the RPI index published on 15th November.  A reminder to be 
sent to the Nursery. 

2. Update on other users entering the setting:  All issues have been resolved 

 
 

SB/Clerk 
 
 
 

SB 
 
 
 
 
 

Clerk 

DD 

20.135 Recreation Areas  

 1. Play area:  
(i) October Safety Report: Received and action points noted. (See next item) 
(ii) Replacement equipment: Quotes from three companies were considered. 

RESOLVED: To accept the Creative Play quote, subject to the Council’s 
examination and approval of the warranties.  Work to be done in two 
phases: Phase 1 – replace existing; Phase 2 – add vulnerable children 
equipment.  

 
 

 
JS/Clerk 

BMH 
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It was agreed to cancel the upcoming site visit by another supplier. 

 

2. Ware Lions FC: 
New 5-year lease: Has been signed and is with the solicitor for distribution. 

3. Hedge cutting:  
Cllr Martin Spackman reported that the hedge has been cut on the field side. It was 
RESOLVED that Cllr M Spackman submit a quote for cutting the road side  

JS/SB 
 
 
 
 

DD 
 
 
 

MS 

20.136 Allotments  

 1. Quotes for replacement fencing: In hand but not yet obtained MS 

 2. Waiting list:  the waiting list was noted and it was agreed to let it take its course at 
this time.  The Clerk noted that the Parish Council does not currently have a duty to 
provide further allotment land and has not received any such request. 

 
 

MS/Clerk 

 3. High water bill submitted by the Sports Association:  Cllr Martin Spackman said the 
explanations offered were that it had been a hot, dry summer; that possibly Castle 
Water had made a mistake with the meter reading and that possibly the meter had 
been changed. No other explanation could be given.  RESOLVED: to pay the Sports 
Association’s bill as submitted. 

 
 
 

Clerk 

20.137 Highways, Footways and Public Rights of Way  

 1. The Clerk reported that the Cambridge Road resident with the dangerously bright 
security light shining into the road had helpfully made adjustments to the light as 
requested.  The new lighting arrangement to be monitored now the darker 
evenings are here. 

 

 2. Update on reportedly dangerous Cambridge Road crossing: Discussion deferred to 
the November PC meeting, together with the County Councillor’s S&V study report.  
The parishioner who raised the problem to be informed.  

 
 

Clerk 

 3. North Drive flooding and potholes: Awaiting the EHDC report; The Clerk to chase 
Anna Osborne 

 
Clerk 

20.138 Other Parish Matters  

 1. Parish tree maintenance:  RESOLVED: To ask Howletts to provide the second 
quote.  The Clerk to arrange for Howletts to liaise with Cllr Martin Spackman. 

2. The Pit: 
(i) Removal of offending yew tree: Following a complaint from a parishioner that a  

yew tree in the pit was dropping poisonous berries into their garden, the Clerk 
arranged for the tree to be felled.  The Clerk to confirm this has been done. 

(ii) Fly tipping: Still going on.  Clerk to write to offender once identity confirmed. 

3. North Drive street lights: Confirmation received from HCC that they own the lights. 

4. Report of excessive noise etc at Maltons and for Parish Council support: 
The Chairman said he had raised the matter with Cllr David Andrews.  It was agreed 
that the parishioner be advised to email Cllr David Andrews direct with all the 
relevant information, since the issues are outside the Parish Council’s powers.  Cllr 
Andrews has said he will respond to emails that are not sent anonymously.  Any 
breach of Covid-19 regulations should be reported to the police. It was noted that a 
parish councillor who had visited Maltons did not observe any breach of the Covid-
19 regulations. 

5. Website accessibility compliance: 2Commune has confirmed the PC’s website is 
WCAG 2.1AA compliant.   

 
Clerk/MS 

 
 

Clerk/MS 
 
 

Clerk/MS 
 
 
 

Clerk 

20.139 County and District Councillor reports: None received.  

20.140 Urgent matters not listed on the agenda  

 For the Council’s information, Rev Amanda Duncan sent a letter of explanation regarding the  
closure of Colliers End Church.  An article will appear in the next Village Life magazine. 

 

20.141 Correspondence (from the agenda)  
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 • Parishioner: Concerns about poisonous yew berries falling into their garden from a tree 
in The Pit (20.138.2(i) ) 

• Parishioner: complaint about excessive noise at Maltons (20.138.4) 

 

20.142 Matters for future agendas: as listed on the agenda  

 • Bircherley Green bus depot re-development: update quarterly from June 2020 (BT) 

• Speed monitoring and speed reduction schemes update (MS) 

• 30mph speed restriction for Cold Christmas Lane and High Road, High Cross:  S&V study 
update 

• Review of Standing Orders and other Governance documents as per 3rd June 2019 
Council Meeting 

• Environment Working Group Action Plan 

• Thundridge Old Church report 

• Budget/precept possibilities (For November 2020 Meeting) 

• To add other matters raised: No further matters noted 

 

20.143 Date of next Parish Council Meeting  

 17th November, 7.30pm. Format as dictated by prevailing emergency legislation and  
regulations. 

 

  
The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.55pm  
 
Signed………………………………………..……….Dated……………………………..  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 APPENDIX  
Planning decisions and awaited notices 

 

 3/20/1454/FUL  Moles Farm: Change of agricultural use to create 9 residential  Awaited 

 S3/20/1376/LBC  Sprangewell Centre: External boiler, summerhouse, woodstore   Awaited 

 3/19/1148/FUL  & 1149/LBC  The White Horse, High Cross:       APPEAL 20/000012/REFUSE 
(See note at 20.132.3 above)  

Appeal 
awaited 

 E/19/0448/ENF   Land adj to The Bungalow, High Cross: Enforcement investigation Ongoing 

 


