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Minutes of the Thundridge Parish Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee 
held on Monday 3rd October 2016 at 7.30pm at Wodson Pavilion, Cold 
Christmas Lane, Thundridge. 
 
PRESENT:  

Simon Rayner-Langmead (chairman), Carol Dawkins (secretary), Hugh Turner 
(Treasurer), Emma Tice (Membership Secretary), James Dawkins, Roger Arbon, 
Christine Bosson, Richard Hallman, Kim Saban, David Finn, Catherine Archer, David 
Hyde, Peter Greatrex, Chris Fenton, Nick Bancroft, Jane Harris, Jonathan Tice, Mike 
Leaford.  

Thundridge Parish Council:  

Cllr Parkins (chairman), Cllr Hawes, Cllr Taylor, Cllr Brigden, Cllr J Spackman, Cllr 
Shearman  

Belinda Irons: Interim Clerk, Thundridge Parish Council (minutes) 

Jed Griffiths  Griffiths Environmental Planning 

16.12 Apologies:  

Cllr M Spackman, Cllr S Bosson, Shirley Greatrex, Jane Hallman,  
Anne Shearman, David Hyde, Janice Hyde. 

16.13 Minutes of the meeting held on 22nd August: 

Minutes of the meeting were agreed as a true and correct record of the 
meeting and were duly signed. 

16.14 Declaration of Member’s Interests: (disclosable pecuniary/non-pecuniary) 

Members Interests form: the form has been circulated by email to members 
and is in the process of being updated and signed. 

16.15 Membership update: 
 The membership list will be updated as new members are recruited. 
 
16.16 Topic Groups: membership and work allocations: for discussion/ decision 

Jed Griffiths explained that the previous extensive list has been condensed to 
ensure focus on the issues which require resolution going forward: 

 Housing: Neighbourhood Plan boundary 

   Strategic Site: north & east of Ware 

Land allocation 

   Site assessment 

   Design, style, layout, density 
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   Housing Needs 

Housing is the core topic group which the Neighbourhood Plan has to address. The 
main requirement is to provide evidence of local housing need, which can be 
achieved through a housing survey completed by all residents in the parish. This can 
be managed by a professional company, or it can be achieved through ‘Survey 
Monkey’ at less cost, but increased volunteer time to correctly formulate ‘open’ 
questions and subsequent analysis. A leaflet drop will need to be made to each 
house, which can be done by volunteers or through Royal Mail. Grant funding is 
available through ‘Locality’ to support this element of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

Important evidence is available in the East Herts District Plan, with supporting 
evidence on the EHDC website, specifically the ‘SLAA’ and the ‘SHMA’ documents 
which deal with land allocation and housing market and needs respectively. 

The Neighbourhood Plan boundary needs to be sent to EHDC. However, the Central 
Government ‘Neighbourhood Plan Bill’ (which needs to go through Parliament to 
become law) states that any Neighbourhood Plan boundary presented to the District 
Council by the qualifying body (Parish Council) must be agreed. Jed Griffiths will 
make further investigation into this and advise.  ACTION: JED GRIFFITHS 

Ware North: both the Parish Council and the Advisory Committee were strongly 
urged to respond to the District Plan when it is open for public consultation from 3rd 
November next. Comments can be made direct to EHDC on a consultation portal or 
by post or email. 

Housing Topic Group Team Leader: James Dawkins,  
Peter & Shirley Greatrex, Kim Saban, Mike Leaford, Catherine 
Archer, Roger Arbon 

Communications:  publications, open days, surveys, notice boards, parish 
magazine, web site, social media 

 Communications Topic Group Team Leader: Emma Tice,  
Richard Hallman, Brita-May Hawes, Carol Dawkins. 

Facilities & Services Places of Worship, health services, aging population, young 
people, education, village halls, leisure & recreation, Thundridge 
Old Church, broadband speed. 

  
 F & S Topic Group Team Leader: to be advised,  

Clive Brigden, Nick Bancroft, Christine Bosson 
 

Environment:  Climate change, green issues, biodiversity, open spaces, public 
rights of way, allotments 

   Built Env: conservation area, listed buildings, heritage assets. 
Water: conservation, impact on watercourses, river, flooding 

Environment Topic Group Team Leader: Simon Rayner-
Langmead,  
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Jane Harris, David Finn, Joyce Spackman,  Bruce Shearman, 
Brian Taylor, Jonathan Tice, Catherine Archer, Martin 
Spackman. 

Infrastructure:  Highways: car parking, roads and transport, cycling & 
walking. 
Employment: businesses, farms, hotel, public houses, shops,  
petrol station, light industry, home working 
Drains & sewers. Broadband speed. 

   Infrastructure Topic Group Team Leader: Chris Fenton,  
Chris Parkins, Brian Taylor 

Jed Griffiths commented that all groups have strong relationships between each 
other, and the group membership is interchangeable.  

Jed Griffiths and Jacqueline Veater will develop a working paper for each topic 
group, advising of the work and background investigations which are expected to 
ensure a document which will pass the independent examination. 

Simon Rayner-Langmead, will set up a ‘Drop Box’ for distributing and sharing 
information among Advisory group members and Parish Councillors. 

      ACTION: Simon Rayner-Langmead 

The Thundridge Parish Council website will be the ‘de facto’ site for filing official 
documents such as Meeting agendas and minutes, videos etc and for collating 
evidence to support the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Some members of the Advisory group requested that documents are sent to them as 
email attachments because they are not familiar with ‘Drop Box’ or ‘web sites’ and 
feel uncomfortable with their use. 

16.17 Constitution: discussion 

Not all members had reviewed the constitution which was posted to the web site. 
This item will be on the next agenda. The constitution is to be circulated to the 
Advisory group by email.   ACTION: CAROL DAWKINS 

PROPOSAL: That Thundridge Parish Neighbourhood Plan Advisory Committee 
herewith agree that the Constitution be reviewed by Thundridge Parish 
Council for subsequent  ratification and adoption.  NEXT AGENDA 

16.18 Policies & evidence: 

The TPNPAC needs to establish what the issues are in Thundridge Parish. 
These issues inform the ‘Aims & Objectives’ for the Neighbourhood Plan, 
which then directs the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan. The policies need 
to be ‘deliverable’, and based in evidence. 
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There are many websites which have examples of finished Neighbourhood 
Plans, most of which are available through the ‘Locality’ website. 
(www.locality.org.uk) 

The main piece of local evidence is the Housing survey, which is specific to 
the Parish. 

Once the Neighbourhood Plan has been through due process and has been 
agreed by the Independent Examiner, it will then go to a referendum. If the 
community vote in favour, EHDC would ‘make’ the plan. Such ‘made’ plans 
are then used when planning applications are being assessed, and have the 
same weight as the District Plan, and other statutory documents such as HCC 
Waste & Minerals Plans. 

16.19 Vision & Objectives 

The Vision & Objectives is effectively a Mission Statement of one or two 
paragraphs only. Those present were urged to review existing plans for ideas, 
and also to speak to residents to ask what is important to them now, and what 
they would like to happen by 2033. 

16.20 Finance & grants Treasurer 

 A grant application has been submitted to Locality for consideration. 

 The technical support grant was considered to be premature at this stage. 

16.21 Landowner and agent consultation: SLAA/non-SLAA 

To ensure full transparency of operations, landowners, agents and developers 
will not be eligible to work on the Housing Topic Group, as the Neighbourhood 
Plan must be free from any adverse influences or intimations of such. 
Landowners, agents and developers who do not intend to put their land 
forward for consideration for development may be able to assist the Housing 
Topic Group provided that the individual’s situation is made clear at every 
meeting. It is preferable that such persons volunteer to assist other Topic 
Groups. However, if the Housing Topic Group deems specialist information is 
required, the Housing Topic Group is free to seek such expertise provided 
that it is formally minuted and the appropriate disclosures are made at the 
start of each and every meeting. 

PROPOSAL: That owners, agents and developers of potential 
development sites will be excluded from memberships of the Housing 
Topic Group to ensure that there are no potential conflicts of interest 
and ensure transparency of operations. PROPOSED: Brita-May Hawes, 
seconded Hugh Turner. AGREED AND RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Landowners, agents and developers will be contacted and discussion will be 
entered into to ensure compliance with regulations. Landowners who have 
specific schemes to present will be given an opportunity to do so. Schemes 
must bring benefit to local people. Landowners will be provided with the 

http://www.locality.org.uk/


THUNDRIDGE PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

 

Chairman’s signature....................................................................... Date: 7th November 2016 
 

opportunity to explain what their expectations are regarding future 
development(s).  

16.22 Items for next agenda 

 Adjournment for Public Discussion 

Why did EHDC classify High Cross as a Group 1 Village, when it has now 
been downgraded to a Group 2? 

Jed Griffiths responded that the Planning Policy Team had a set of criteria for 
establishing a Village Hierarchy. This has changed. The reasoning was set 
out in a background paper to the EHDC District Plan Executive Panel. This 
paper will form part of the evidence base for the village policies in Chapter 10 
of the District Plan. 

What percentage of housing is expected? 

Jed Griffiths responded that a Group 1 Village is expected to accommodate at 
least 10% increase on existing housing stock. Group 2 and 3 Villages are 
expected to accommodate infill only. In Group 2 villages, such infill must be 
within the defined Village Boundary. This policy has been retained by EHDC 
following very strong representation from Parishes. However, speculative 
applications may still be submitted in the ‘rural area beyond the Green Belt’ 
until the District Plan has been formally adopted.  Whilst the NPPF has a 
presumption in favour of sustainable development, there are examples where 
such development is not considered favourable or sustainable e.g. at 
Braughing. 

Ware North proposed development: does EHDC have to identify any 
compensatory extensions to the Green Belt to mitigate the effect? 

No.  It is important that everyone makes comment on the District Plan. 

 

16.23 Dates of next meetings 

 Dates for 2016: 7th November 5th December 

 Meeting venue Wodson Pavilion 

 Meeting closed at 9.25pm 


